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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1954* 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Hornsea. 


Sir,  or  Madam, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1954. 

The  vital  statistics  call  for  little  special  comment,  the  birth  and  death  rates 
being  somewhat  higher  than  in  the  previous  year  but  showing  the  normal  fluctuation 
which  has  occurred  in  the  past  few  years.  Only  a small  proportion  of  the  births  take 
place  in  the  Urban  District  the  majority  being  attended  in  the  maternity  wards  of  the 
hospitals  in  Beverley  and  Bridlington,  This  state  of  affairs  is  due  to  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  domestic  help  in  the  home  during  the  lying-in  period,  for  in 
recent  years  there  has  been  a substantial  development  of  light  industry  in  the  area 
which  has  absorbed  the  available  female  labour  to  the  detriment  of  the  pressing 
domestic  needs  in  many  of  the  homes.  The  numerous  elderly  residents  in  the  area 
have  been  similarly  affected  by  this  transition  of  labour  and  unfortunately  there 
seems  to  be  little  prospect  of  any  mitigation  in  the  future. 

The  average  age  at  death  continues  to  remain  high,  70%  of  the  deaths  falling 
into  the  category  of  diseases  usually  the  concomitant  of  old  age  ; the  return  of 
the  Registrar-General  shews  approximately  1 in  6 deaths  were  due  to  cancer,  1 in  5 
to  apoplexy  and  1 in  3 to  coronary  and  other  heart  and  circulatory  diseases. 

With  the  exception  of  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  mild 
in  type  and  in  which  no  case  was  admitted  to  hospital,  the  district  was  free  from 
notifiable  disease. 

Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  was  above  the  average  26.27  inches  being  recorded  ; the  average 
rainfall  over  the  past  10  years,  23.6  inches.  April  was  the  driest  month  with  0.46 
inches  and  August  the  wettest  with  4.65. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  3292  acres  inclusive  of  inland  water. 


Resident  population  as  computed  by  the  Regis 

trar-General, 

mid  1954  ... 

...  5450 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . 

• • • • • • 

• • • t • • 

• ••  9 0 0 9 0 0 

. . . 2274 

Rateable  Value 

1*1  • • • 

• 90  0 • 0 

0 9 0 0 0 9 9 0 0 

...  £44061 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate 

• • « • • • 

Total 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

M 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

P 

. . . £174 

Live  Births 

71 

ko 

31 

Legitimate 

70 

39 

31 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

0 

Still  Births 

0 

- 
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Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population  . . 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000  estimated  population 


Deaths 


Total 


90 


M 

40 


Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  population  

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 
Deaths  from  cancer 
Deaths  from  measles  . . . 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


• * © 

• * • 


• • • • • • 


• • • til 

• • • • • • 


• • • 
• • I 

F 

50 


4 I * 
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13.0 

15.2 


16.5 

11.3 

0 

14 

0 

0 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


No  material  change  in  the  operation  of  the  Health  Service  has  occurred  during 
the  year. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

Water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Hull  Corporation  and  is  distributed  by  the 
Council. 

The  consumption  during  1954  was  65,833, 000  gallons,  a daily  average  of  180,400 
gallons,  an  amount  which  is  equivalent  to  33  gallons  per  head  of  population  per  day. 
Owing  to  the  serious  shortage Restrictions  were  imposed  on  the  use  of  hosepipes  and 
reductions  made  in  the  pressure  in  order  to  conserve  the  supply. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  new  developments  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  by  incineration,  the  material  being 
collected  by  motor  transport  at  intervals  of  about  9 days. 

There  has  been  a steady  demand  for  paper  salvage.  The  tin  baling  press  required 
repair  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

Inspections  No.  in  District 


Bakehouses 

5 

4 

Drainage  Works 

76 

Rats  and  Mice 

98 

Shops 

37 

133 

Dwell  inghouses 

227 

Water  Supplies 

58 

Pood  Premises 

48 

Moveable  Dwellings 

/ \ 
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Camping  Sites. 

No,  of  sites  in  the  area  which  are  used  for  camping  purposes  during  the  year  ...  8 
No,  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been  issued  by  the 

Local  Authority  under  Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...6 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during 

the  summer  months  ,..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2200 

Estimated  number  of  caravans,  sheds,  etc,,  which  were  used  as  permanent 

dwellings  in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Despite  some  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  the  camping  sites  much 
yet  remains  to  be  done  from  the  standpoint  of  sanitation  and  amenities  before  some 
of  the  sites  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 


Housing. 


Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 37 

(b)  No,  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ,,.  82 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were 

inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  14 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No,  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  

(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices 


, ^)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 


• • • 


2 


• • • 
• • • 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous) 
Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

No.  of  dwe^Iing^ases ^lnexpelk en^^ecaus e I ef^ec8°on^oMIr  houses 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
servioe  of  formal  notices 

V&J  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . • . ...  ...  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  

(d)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  No,  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  

(2)  No,  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenanments  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  f x t . . • ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


0 

0 


1 

0 


New  Houses. 


The  Council  have  under  consideration  the  acquisition  of  suitable  sites  for  the 
erection  of  Old  People* s Dwellings. 

(a)  Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  271 

Of  this  number  89  are  from  persons  at  present  residing  in  the  district. 

(b)  Number  of  new  houses  erected  between  the  end  of  the  War  to  the  end  of  1954* 


Temporary 

Permanent 

(l)  By  Local  Authority 

15 

292 

(2)  By  Private  Enterprise 

0 

120 

(c)  Houses  completed  during  the  year. 


Prefabricated 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Permanent 

(l)  By  Local  Authority 

0 

0 

0 

(2)  By  Private  Enterprise 

0 

0 

16 
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(&)  Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year, 


Prefabricated 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Permanent 

(l)  By  Local  Authority 

0 

0 

0 

(2;  By  Private  Enterprise 

0 

0 

5 

Ice  Cream  Premises. 


Number  of  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  , . . ...  • • 0 

Number  of  inspections  of  ice-cream  premises  * . • 12 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  control  of  slaughtering  was  transferred  from  the  Ministry  of  Pood  to  the 
local  authorities  about  the  middle  of  the  year, following  which, four  slaughterhouses 
were  licensed  in  the  district. 

The  inspections  made  to  the  end  of  the  year  are  given  below  :- 


Animals 

No.  inspected 

Whole  carcasses 

Parts  of  carcasses 

condemned 

condemned 

Beasts 

304 

21 

119 

Calves 

66 

0 

1 

Pigs 

631 

3 

51 

Sheep 

27 

1 

0 

The  work  involved  and  the  expenditure  of  time  required  for  the  inspection  of 
the  carcasses  have  thrown  a considerable  strain  upon  the  sanitary  staff.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  in  the  ensuing  year  there  will  be  a considerable  development  in  these 
slaughtering  activities,  the  majority  of  the  meat  being  despatched  outside  the 
district  for  the  manufacture  of  foods.  The  extra  burden  of  work  which  will  then 
devolve  upon  the  sanitary  staff  is  one  which  cannot  be  viewed  with  complacency. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1954* 


Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Other  diseases  generally 
notifiable 

0 

0 

0 

(a^  Measles 

55 

0 

0 

(b)  Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  - 1954. 

(a)  Number  of  persons  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  during  the  year  1954. 


J Age  at  Date  of  Vaccination 

Under  1 

1 year 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or  over 

Totals 

No.  vaccinated 

17 

- 

- 

- 

2 

19 

No.  re-vaccinated 

- 

- 

1 

1 

7 

9 

(b)  Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1954,  who  had  completed  a course  of 

immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e,  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1940. ) 


Age  at  31.12.54. 
i.e.  bora  in  year. 

Under  1 
1954. 

i 

1953. 

2 

1952. 

3 

1951. 

4 

1950. 

5 to  9 
1945-49. 

10  to  14 
1940-44. 

Total 
under  15 

No,  immunised 
(whether  primary 
or  booster) 

1950  - 1954 

3 

33 

34 

38 

42 

253 

164 

567 

1949  or  earlier 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

96 

138 

234 

TOTALS 

3 

. 

33 

34 

38 

42 

349 

302 

801 

(c)  Number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  19 54-. 


Under  5 

5-14 

Total 

Boosters 

39 

7 

46 

75 

The  number  of  children  in  the  district  under  15  years  of  age  is  estimated  to  be 

1157. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  rumber  of  cases  on  the  register  is  14  all  being  cases  of  pulmonary  infection. 
No  new  cases  have  been  notified  and  none  have  died. 

I am,  Sir,  or  Madam, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  FRENCH,  B.Sc.,  M.B, , B.S. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


(6) 


